AIDE   TO   SIR   AUSTEN

tion to the migration of the fair sex, by which he meant

* women apart from domestic servants '!

There were suspicions in the Dominions that we were
advocating migration for some sinister political purpose and
that the effect of inflating the labour market would be to
deflate the standard of living. Though this was a reasonable
fear Eden felt it was unfounded, for the somewhat airy
reasons that c no one has any other motive than to try and
raise the standard of living in every part of the Empire',
and that ' laissez-faifc was dead'. Then to a subtle appeal,
keeping in mind his attitude to Labour in his little book,

* I do not think that anybody or any organization could work
more usefully than hon. members on the benches opposite
to remove this suspicion'.    If they would follow up the
admirable work which they did in Australia recently and
the  speeches  they  made  they  could  do more than  any-
body else to remove the last lingering suspicion which may
exist in the minds of the Australian Labour Party or any
other similar organization.    The work of the somewhat
threadbare Overseas Settlement Committee should be supple-
mented with some body comparable to the Migration and
Development Commission in Australia.   He had in- mind a
small organization which could keep in very close touch
with the respective Dominions and both supply and receive
more extensive details about the people who were wishing to
migrate than was at present available.    Training schemes,
such as the centre at Catterick under the Ministry of Labour,
should be more carefully co-ordinated.   There was at present
a wasteful   variety.  The whole problem was inextricably
bound up with trade.   * The two are Siamese twins, and if
we try to cut them asunder neither can live. Unless we find
markets in the Dominions they cannot take our population.'

Then there was the lack of information. The new-born
Empire Marketing Board was producing most valuable
results, although it needed generous support from the
Treasury. He had a warning to give about its propaganda,
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